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Greetings Presbytery, 

Wow, it’s February already and congregations 

across the Presbytery are quickly gearing up for 

the year ahead.  Our Presbytery leadership met 

for our annual strategic planning days on the 

28th and 29th of January, and 2025 looks to be 

an exciting but busy 12 months. As we recom-

mence our various ministries and mission follow-

ing the Christmas/New Year break and look at 

new opportunities and possibilities, I’d encourage us all to stop for 

a moment first and reflect on our motivations.  

Epiphany is a time in the church year when many of our Lectionary 

readings lead us to consider our motivations by examining the call 

placed upon people like John the Baptist, the disciples, and of 

course most importantly, Jesus as they each start out in roles that 

will ultimately fulfill purposes ordained by God.  For the disciples, 

many of them lowly fishermen, God’s purposes were very different 

to their own sense of purpose. 

I find myself challenged by this at the start of each year and turn 

regularly to the words of Paul to the church at Corinth.  

“Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of 

you were wise by human standards, not many were power-

ful, not many were of noble birth.” (1 Corinthians 1:26)  
Why do we do the things we do?  Why do we take on Christian 

ministry in one of its many forms – lay or ordained?  Why do we 

join councils of the church?  Why do we run missional projects 

such as Op Shops or Breakfast Ministries?      
 (Cont. next page) 
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Graham’s Reflection 

https://www.facebook.com/MaryBurnettPres/
http://www.maryburnettpres.org.au/
https://ucaqld.com.au/


Why do we put so much time, effort and money into buildings and structures? Why do we 

feel led to run a playgroup?  What is our purpose in planning a children’s ministry or get in-

volved in Aged Care visitation?  Why, why, why? 

If it is for personal or self-centred reasons, it is not a calling because the motivation is 

achieving personal (or corporate) goals, not the vision and purpose of God. And perhaps 

that is why some things just don’t seem to make a difference, regardless of the effort we 

put in. 

God does not want us to act out of obligation, habit, ritual, selfishness or self-importance – 

our actions should be a heart-felt response to God’s love for us.  In other words, our actions 

or works should be external evidence of what is happening internally in our relationship with 

God. This is perhaps the key to understanding whether something we feel led to perform is 

a ‘calling’. We need to recognise why we take on the task. 

 

As an exercise to help us to ‘consider our call’ here is a quick test. Consider a task you are 

doing, either personally or as a church, congregation or committee. Then reflect on these 

comments: 

If you are doing it only because no one else will, it's a job.  If you're doing it to serve the 

Lord, it's a calling. 

If you're doing it just well enough to get by, it's a job.  If you're doing it to the best of your 

ability, it's a calling. 

If you'll do it only so long as it doesn't interfere with other activities, it's a job.  If you're 

committed to staying with it even when it means letting go of other things, it's a calling. 

If you quit because no one praised you or thanked you, it was a job.  If you stay with it 

even though no one seems to notice, it's a calling. 

It's hard to get excited about a job.  It's almost impossible not to get excited about a call-

ing. 

If your concern is success, it's a job.  If your concern is faithfulness, it's a calling. 

People may say “well done” when you do your job.  The Lord will say “well done” when you 

fulfil your calling. 

An average church is filled with people doing jobs.  A great church is filled with people who 

answer God’s call by doing what is right, loving mercy, and walking humbly with their God 

(Micah 6:6-8). 

How did you go?  What is motivating you in your church life this year? 

Timothy tells us, “He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we 

have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Je-

sus before the beginning of time. (2 Timothy 1:9) 

 

Our true calling is not found in seeking a purpose, but living a life that is Holy in response to 

God’s mercy, purpose and grace. 

 

God Bless, Pastor Graham Huth 
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All ministry agents are required to have a Professional Supervisor. 

Professional Supervision Covenant forms are available on the 
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February 

1 Induction Phil Alcorn - Murgon 

8 BNoC support team – Mundubbera 

9 Preach at Gympie 

9 Attend Bells FC AGM - Caloundra 

13 Standing Committee & PRC (Gympie) 

14 Meet with Maryborough Church Council 

18 MC3 

19 PSI 

Mary Burnett Online Services 

 

  

Blackall Range - Website  Buderim - YouTube  

Bundaberg - YouTube  Caloundra - Facebook 

Cooroy/Pomona - Facebook Hervey Bay - YouTube 

Gympie Uniting Church - YouTube Kawana Waters - Facebook 

Apologies if I’ve missed anyone, please let me know. 

 

Presbytery Meeting Dates 2025  

March 15—Bundaberg UC 

July 19—Caloundra UC 

November 14 - 16 TBC 
Corinthians 12  

For just as the body is one and has many 

members, and all the members of the body, 

though many, are one body, so it is with 

Christ.  

Standing Committee 

and PRC 

2024/25 Meetings 

Submissions accepted for con-

sideration up to 1 week before 

meeting. 

13 Feb   

12 March (Z) 10 Apr 

14 May (Z)  12 Jun 

9 July (Z)  14 Aug 

10 Sep (Z)  9 Oct 

12 Nov (Z)  4 Dec 

   

   

Graham’s Diary 
20 Placements 

21 - 23 Downs Presbytery Meeting - 

Dalby 

 

38th Synod in Session 

15 - 19th May 2025 

https://ourcommonlife.org.au/e-broadcasts/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAHPiVRIBFV8WF80V1f4TEQ
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=bundaberg+uniting+church+youtube
https://www.facebook.com/CaloundraUC/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/237387290643731/
https://www.youtube.com/@herveybayunitingchurch2320
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=gympie+regional+uniting+church
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064382664047


Presbytery committees members 

For God has great Plans for you! 
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Thank you to all who have stepped into Presbytery roles to serve on our 

committees. We welcome:  

Presmin: Graham Huth  

Chairperson: Peter Coombes  

Secretary: Naomi Cavalli 

Treasurer: Johan Frank 

Admin: Kylie Aalbers 

Mission Engagement Officer: Phil Smith 

Property Committee: Wendy Jensen, Kylie Aalbers 

Standing Committee: Stuart Bosch; Elizabeth Nolan, David Ellis, Steven Fincham, Neil Storey, MEO, 

Presmin, Pres Chair, Pres Secretary; Pres Treasurer, Property Committee, Pres Admin 

Pastoral Relations Committee: Stuart Bosch, David Ellis, Elizabeth Nolan, Neil Storey, Steven Fincham, 

Margaret Gilbert, Wendy Jensen, Presmin, Pres Chair, Pres Secretary, Pres Admin 

Please pray for the members of these committees as they carry out the work of the Presbytery on our 

behalf.  

 

Prayer 

O God, 
I find myself at the beginning of another day. 

I do not know what it will bring. 
Please help me to be ready for whatever it may be. 

 
If I am to stand up, help me to stand bravely. 

If I am to sit still, help me to sit quietly. 
If I am to lie low, help me to do it patiently. 
If I am to do nothing, let me do it gallantly. 

 
I pray just for today, for these twenty-four hours, 

for the ability to cooperate with others according to the way Jesus taught us to 
live. 

"Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven." 
May these words that he taught us become more than words. 

 
Please free my thinking and feelings and the thinking and feelings of others, 

from all forms of self-will, self-centeredness, dishonesty, and deception. 
Along with my brothers and sisters, 

I need this freedom to make my choices today according to your desires. 
Send your Spirit to inspire me in time of doubt and indecision so that, together, 

we can walk along your path. Amen. 
 

(source Internet) 

I urge that petitions, 
prayers, intercessions, 
and thanksgiving be 

offered for all those in 
authority, so that we may 

lead tranquil and quiet 
lives in all godliness and 

dignity.  

https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-index/morning-and-new-beginnings-prayers
https://biblehub.com/greek/3956.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3588.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1722.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/5247.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2443.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1236.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1236.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2263.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2532.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2272.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/979.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1722.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3956.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2150.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2532.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/4587.htm
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The Church is Not Dead Yet! 

So often we hear the lament “we used to have kids in worship, but 

they have all gone now”.  When you ask the question why have they 

gone, the answer is usually something like they moved away or they 

just grew up.   

This was most definitely the feeling of Noosa Coastal Uniting Church, 

and they wanted to do something about it. 

Carols at Christmas time follow a very predictable formula where it’s 

aimed at adults with a few minutes set aside for the kids, but Noosa 

Coastal UC tried something different this year with great success.  

They decided to flip the formula and run a Carols event aimed at 

children and thus was born “CAROLS 

FOR KIDS”. 

With craft activities, an animal farm and 

a worship service hosted by Albert and 

his sidekick, Rev Neil Storey (he’s the 

one in the red jacket), the worship cen-

tre was rocking! Could this possibly 

work?  

As you can see the worship centre was almost bursting at the seams 

with nearly 50, that’s right 50 children in the worship centre, with Al-

bert noticing a few adults as well.  

Even more exciting was some of the 

families who had come to the worship 

centre for the first time ever, were 

asking about Messy Church which 

Noosa Coastal will start in February.  

Rev Neil Storey 

Noosa Coastal UC 
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Heartfelt community connection. 

The Christmas season is often a time of giving and gratitude, and it's truly inspiring to 

see how communities come together to support those in need. This year, the gener-

ous people and clients of Barefoot Pilates Hervey Bay QLD made a significant impact 

by reaching out to help a family in need. 

It all began when Barefoot Pilates expressed a desire to create a Christmas hamper 

for a family facing difficult times. They reached out to Hervey Bay Uniting Church, 

wanting to gather gifts and essentials for each family member. With the help of Unit-

ingCare, family in need with two adults and six children were identified to benefit from 

this act of kindness. 

On December 12th, representatives from the Uniting Church and UnitingCare met at 

the Barefoot Pilates studio to collect the hamper. The collection was more than just a 

simple gift—it was a grand gesture filled with love and thoughtfulness, including age-

appropriate gifts, Christmas fare, and essential pantry goods for the entire family. 

This initiative exemplifies the power of connection and community spirit. It's wonderful 

to see people come together, united by a common goal of helping others. A special 

thank you goes out to Mindy of Barefoot Pilates and her clients for their overwhelming 

generosity and compassion. 

This story serves as a reminder that even small acts of kindness can make a significant 

difference in the lives of others, especially during the festive season. Let's continue to 

spread love and support in our communities and inspire others to do the same. 



Training at Hervey Bay UC 

Page 7  Mary Burnett  Presbytery   

Who should go? 

• Church Councilors 

• Worship leaders/preacher 

• Those on the worship roster—pianist, singers, bible readers, prayers etc. 

• Lay preachers in training 

• Anyone else who is interested 

 

Why all these people, you might ask? 

 

Church councilors are responsible for what goes on in the church, including worship 

therefore they need to have a reasonable grounding in the theology and structure of 

worship - the why and how of worship. This also goes for all those involved in preach-

ing, leading and other worship practices. I will be speaking to everyone involved. In 

order to be involved in the worship of the church it is helpful for everyone to be on 

the same page.   

Rev Allan Smith. 

 

If you’re planning to attending, please RSVP by the 5th Feb so that resources can 

available for you.  

Please RSVP to Louise Crittenden - admin@hbuc.org.au  

07 4125 5233 



Page 8  Mary Burnett  Presbytery   

Your invitation to contribute to our theological culture and com-

mon life and wealth 

The Assembly has an exciting opportunity for you to play a critical role in co-creating 

the future of the Uniting Church as we establish two new national Commissions in 

2025. 

Following the decisions of the 17th Assembly in July relating to the Act2 Project, the 

Assembly has moved from a time of reflecting on our life and imagining our future into 

a specific set of concrete steps. Two whole-of-Church Commissions are being created: 

 

The Commission For Theology, Formation And Leadership. 

The Commission For Governance, Resourcing And Administration. 

 

There are two ways to engage with this exciting work right now: 

• Express Interest in being a member of one of the Commissions. 

• Give feedback on the draft Terms of Reference for the two Commissions. 

The final deadline for both responses is 1 March 2025.  

More information   
(source National Update 27/11/24) 

https://church.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b3444ce36d66f548255e97b0&id=9ed1627725&e=3d3b535355
https://uniting.church/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/DRAFT-Terms-of-Reference-Commission-B.pdf
https://uniting.church/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/DRAFT-Terms-of-Reference-Commission-C.pdf
https://uniting.church/commissions-eoi-tor/
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ASH WEDNESDAY 5 MARCH 2025  

We take the opportunity at the beginning of 

Lent to share in a commitment to a 40 day 

journey with Jesus taking us through his death 

to resurrection.  

Beginning with an Ash Wednesday liturgy at 

9.00am we spend the day in prayer together 

and alone, concluding the day with Holy Com-

munion. Following Afternoon tea we depart at 

4.00pm. While there is no requirement to pay, 

for those who want to contribute to the costs, 

we suggest $60.  
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The Caloundra Uniting Church 

has the pleasure of inviting you to join us for the re-opening of our 
church building. 

 

After more than a year of renovations we are delighted to celebrate 
the official re-opening at 

 

 9-30am on Sunday 16th February 2025. 

56c Queen Street, Caloundra, 4551. 

 

Please come and join us as we worship  

and give thanks,  

Church and community together. 

 

Please RSVP 3rd February 2025 

Morning tea will follow the service 

 
Church Office: admin@caloundraunitingchurch.org.au 

 
Church Council Executive  

Pastor Steven Fincham - Eamon Dunne - Ron Robinson - Ivy Dempsey. 

Property Committee - Ian Hall - Christine Henderson and members. 

mailto:admin@caloundraunitingchurch.org.au
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NEWS FROM CALOUNDRA UNITING CHURCH February 2025 
Yes – it’s happened! 

We are ready!! 
It’s been all hands on deck – outside has been transformed, and  
inside the church has been opened up and re-vamped ready to re-connect more readily with the commu-

nity around us – and yes, that’s a Coffee machine ready and waiting! See you at the Opening soon! 

Judy Morrison 

Caloundra UC 

Montville Reflection Gallery 
Space to rest and reflect 10 am to 3 pm every day of the year! 

Montville Uniting Church, 152 Main Street, Montville Q. 

Beautiful Florals and Landscapes by Barbara Willcocks 
Taking inspiration from God’s creations around her, Barbara Willcocks is both challenged and 

excited to paint images that express her impression of what she sees; enjoying the form 

which emerges of mostly the landscape and flowers, now in water-colour, acrylic and oil. On 

display from now until early March. Brighten up your February! 



Presbytery Postal Address 

Mary Burnett Presbytery 

PO Box 1635 

Sunshine Plaza 

4558 

Presbytery Office 

Maroochydore Uniting 

Church 

6 Millwell Rd 

Maroochydore 

Mon - Thurs* 9am - 

3.30pm 

Drop in for a cuppa *Except - SC & PRC 
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Congregational Training Funds 
 

Did you know??? 

 

Congregations can apply to Presbytery for funding to train members! 

 

Areas of training could include, but are not limited to 

 

Church Governance – Leadership – Team Building – Mentoring 

Preaching – Teaching – Leadership of Small Groups 

Evangelism – community connection – Outreach 

Administration – Book Keeping – Organisational Systems 

Music – Audio-Visual – Technical 

Pastoral - Care Essentials course 

 

Congregations within the Mary Burnett Presbytery can apply for up to $500 per 

year for training.  

 

Forms are available on the Presbytery Website, under Resources, Forms. Alterna-

tively you can email Kylie - and request a form be emailed to you. 

Kylie Aalbers  

admin@maryburnettpres.org.au 

https://www.maryburnettpres.org.au/
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Please pray for our chaplains 

 Mrs Wendy Keeble (Kingaroy) 

 Rev Anna Ashby (Buderim) 

 Ps Theo Masselos (Buderim) 

 Rev James Stevenson (Buderim) 

 Rev Keren Seto (St 

Stephens Hervey Bay) 

 Ps Jim Hall (Bli Bli/Gympie) 

 Ps Kristen Porter 

Prayer 

“Help us to humbly put our hands into 
Your hand, and to trust You and to seek 
Your will for our lives during this coming 

year” 

 Amen 

(Billy Graham new year prayer extract) 

 

 

"All our dreams can come 
true, if we have the courage 

to pursue them."  

 Walt Disney 

Resources for Lent & Easter 2025 - Renewal: God's Story, Our Story 

 

Join us for Lent and Easter 2025 as we explore 
the theme: 'Renewal: God's Story, Our Story'. 

We are currently preparing resources for: 

• Worship (lectionary based) 
• Faith at Home 
• Community groups  
• Early Childhood groups 
If you wish to receive the material once it is 

ready, please enter your details here 

(source Uniting News 28/1/25) 

https://unitingchurchinaustraliaqueenslandsynod.cmail20.com/t/r-l-thzhhz-utuiyhtkku-t/
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Retired Ministers’ and spouses Luncheon 

 

Date:  Monday  10th March  2025 

Where:  Sunrise Uniting Church, 6 Grasstree Ct, Sunrise Beach     

Time: 10.30 for light morning tea 

Lunch  12 – 1.30 

Heather Johnson has generously offered to provide morn-

ing tea AND lunch for us at a suggested cost of $10 per 

person. Any surplus money to go towards Lent Event 

2025. 

Please indicate any specific dietary needs.  Thanks!   

 

Please mark your diaries now.  

RSVP by Saturday 1st March 

Neil and Jenny Sims: 

Neil  0422 023 177.                 

Jenny 0406 477 547. 

jenny.a.sims@gmail.com 
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Lent Event 2025 – 5 March to 17 April 

Join Rev Makoti Pulu from the Free Wesleyan Church in Tonga as he speaks 

about the positive impact of assistance from UnitingWorld as his country faces 

extreme weather events.  Watch the 4-minute video and to include in church 

services. 

https://vimeo.com/1047377230/433819fb34 
 
UnitingWorld representatives (Don and Sylvia Wright) visited Buderim Uniting 
Church services on 19 January to speak about forthcoming Lent Event 2025 -5 
March to 17 April and to encourage churches and worshipers to join the net-
work of faithful monthly givers - Become a Global Neighbour - working to-
gether to build a more just and equitable global neighbourhood– no amount is 
too small. 

https://vimeo.com/1047377230/433819fb34
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Multi-Cultural Intensive Short Course: Feb - March 

2025 

Stepping into cross-cultural ministry can be daunting. This unit will help you understand 

culture and develop strategies for overcoming cultural barriers. We’ll explore how to 

empower churches to become dynamic multicultural communities.  

 

This will be offered across 4 Saturdays in Feb and March. To learn more or to enroll, 

contact ask@trinity.qld.edu.au.  

mailto:ask@trinity.qld.edu.au
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2025 PRESBYTERY  MEETINGS Start time: 

9.00am  

 15 March - Bundaberg UC 

 19 July - Caloundra UC 

7-9 or 14-16 November - TBC 

Business meeting Saturday 9am 

 

2025 STANDING COMMITTEE, COMBINED & 

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING 

13 Feb (Gympie) 

12 March (Zoom) 10 Apr (Gympie) 

14 May (Zoom) 12 Jun (Gympie) 

9 July (Zoom) 14 Aug (Gympie) 

10 Sep (Zoom) 9 Oct (Gympie) 

12 Nov (Zoom) 4 Dec (Gympie) 

 

Start time: 9.30am 

Submissions accepted for consideration up to 1 week 

before meeting. 

 

Dates for your Diary 
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   MARY BURNETT PRESBYTERY  
 

WHO ARE WE?  

The Presbytery, as a Council of delegates from congregations and agencies, are disciples witnessing 

the love and transformation of Jesus in order to better serve our ministry agents, congregations and 

other places of ministry within its bounds. 

www.maryburnettpres.

org.au  
Are your details on our  

website correct?  

Please email changes to admin@maryburnettpres.org.au 

SAFE MINISTRY TRAINING  

 8 March - Kawana Waters UC 9am 

 

CODE OF ETHICS  TRAINING 

 

MINISTERS RETREAT 

  

INDUCTIONS, COMMISSIONINGS, SERVICES OF 

CONCLUSION 

  

FINANCE, INVESTMENT & PROPERTY (FIP) 

MEETINGS 

 28 February 

 

RETIRED REVS 

 10 March - 10.30am Luncheon 

 

SYNOD 

 15—19 May 2025 

ASSEMBLY 

 July 2027 

 

Ecclesiastes 3:11:  

“He has made everything beautiful in its 

time. He has also set eternity in the human 

heart; yet no one can fathom what God 

has done from beginning to end.”  

Jesus knows me, this I love! 

http://www.maryburnettpres.org.au
http://www.maryburnettpres.org.au


PS Graham Huth (Presbytery Minister)  

presmin@maryburnettpres.org.au 

0456 556 528 

 

Mrs Naomi Cavalli (Secretary) 

secretary@maryburnettpres.org.au 

0401 161 165 

 
 

Mr Peter Coombes (Chairperson) 

chair@maryburnettpres.org.au 

 

 

Kylie Aalbers (Admin Officer) 

admin@maryburnettpres.org.au 

0417 509 433 

 
 

Johan Frank (Treasurer)  

johan.frank6@gmail.com 

0478 888 727 

 

Property Committee 

Wendy Jensen - jensenlw@bigpond.com 

Kylie Aalbers - admin@maryburnettpres.org.au 

 
 

Sue Mulcahy (Safe People, Safe Environment) 

sue@qmp.net.au  

0403 052 123  

 
Ps Phil Smith (Mission Engagement Officer)  

mission@maryburnettpres.org.au - 0414 823 

125 

 
Rev Dr Elizabeth Nolan  

Professional Supervision coordinator 

Period of Discernment Coordinator 

CEM coordinator 

enolan1@outlook.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STANDING COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

Ps Graham Huth 

Rev Stuart Bosch  

Mr Peter Coombes (Chair) 

Pastor Phil Smith 

Mrs Naomi Cavalli (Secretary) 

Rev David Ellis 

Rev Dr Elizabeth Nolan 

Rev Neil Storey 

Ps Steven Fincham 

Mr Johan Frank (Treasurer) 

Mrs Wendy Jensen (Property) 

Mrs Kylie Aalbers (Admin, Property) 

 

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

Ps Graham Huth 

Rev Stuart Bosch 

Mr Peter Coombes (Chair) 

Mrs Naomi Cavalli (Secretary) 

Rev David Ellis 

Rev Dr Elizabeth Nolan 

Rev Neil Storey 

Ps Steven Fincham 

Mrs Margaret Gilbert 

Mrs Wendy Jensen (Property) 

Mrs Kylie Aalbers (Admin, Property) 

 

POSTAL ADDRESS OF THE PRESBYTERY 

Mary Burnett Presbytery  

PO Box 1635, Sunshine Plaza, Qld 4558 

Office Address: Maroochydore UC 

6 Millwell Rd, Maroochydore 

 

Presbytery Contacts 
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WORK DAYS 

Grahams day off varies, according to his 

schedule. Please leave him a message if no answer, and he’ll get back to you when he’s able.  

Phil’s day off is Saturday. Whilst Phil may check messages and respond to urgent requests, please 

leave non-urgent matters for work days, and he is unavailable on Fridays for Term 1. Thank you.  

Copyright ©2015 HarperCollins Christian Publishing 

God’s love knows 

no bounds 


